
MassDEP Drinking 
Water Program 

Updates @ MHOA 
Workshop

Drinking Water Program Staff
2/23/2022



Topics

Lead and Copper Rule Revisions 

Lead in Schools & Early Education and 
Care Facilities

Private Wells

Communication



Lead and 
Copper Rule 
Revisions



Lead and 
Copper Rule 
Revisions



Lead and 
Copper Rule 
Revisions



Lead and 
Copper Rule 
Revisions



Lead and 
Copper Rule 
Revisions



Lead and 
Copper Rule 
Revisions



Lead and 
Copper Rule 
Revisions



Lead and 
Copper Rule 
Revisions

Health Officials Role in the LCRR

-Communication

-Public Notification

-Public Education

Links of interest: https://www.mass.gov/doc/getting-ready-for-
the-lead-and-copper-rule-revisions-lead-service-line-inventories

https://www.mass.gov/doc/getting-ready-for-the-lead-and-copper-rule-revisions-lead-service-line-inventories


Lead in 
Schools & 
Early 
Education and 
Care Facilities

• Goal: reduce lead exposure through free water 
testing and technical assistance at public 
schools and public/private childcare facilities

• Main Components:
• Lead analysis
• Lead outreach, education, and technical assistance
• Online facility data management tool
• Data posted online
• MA DPH assists with data dissemination to 

communities and BOH

• From 2016-2019, sampled over 1,000 public 
schools and public childcare facilities 
(60,000+ samples)

Drinking Water Assistance Program
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Early 
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Care Facilities

• Kicked off an expanded version of the 
program in early 2020 with USEPA funding

• Since 2020- served approximately 450 
schools and childcare facilities 

• Operating in a challenging environment
• Covid limitations

• No mandate for testing (yet) and majority of 
interested public schools already participated 

• Childcare facilities are mostly independent, plus 
language barriers at some family programs

Drinking Water Assistance Program
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Early 
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Care Facilities

In late spring 2020, we did a “pandemic pivot” to 
focus on education, training, and outreach.

Drinking Water Assistance Program

Informational Guide for Parents

Trivia Night for Family 
Childcare Programs Spanish-language Webinar 

for Family Childcare 
Programs 
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Drinking Water Assistance Program

Social Media Posts Spanish-language Materials
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Drinking Water Assistance Program

Story Map

Social Media Posts
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Drinking Water Assistance Program

As we get back to a new normal, we are starting two 
new initiatives to increase program participation.

1. Filter Incentives

• Dispenser with filter 
offered to family childcare 
programs that test and 
find lead

• Focus on programs in EJ 
communities
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Care Facilities

Drinking Water Assistance Program

2. Public Water System Pilot 
Program for LCRR 
Compliance

• Starting in 2024, PWS will 
have to offer testing to schools 
and childcare facilities

• If PWS partner with us, we can 
conduct testing now using 
state and federal resources
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Early 
Education and 
Care Facilities

• Offers grants to schools and 
childcare facilities for purchase 
and installation of filtered 
water dispensers

• In 2020, awarded $1 million to 
37 public school districts

• In 2022, aiming to award up to 
$4 million to public and private 
schools and childcare facilities

• To be eligible- must have 
participated in MassDEP’s 
Assistance Program

Clean Water Trust’s 
School Water Improvement Grant (SWIG) Program



Lead in 
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Early 
Education and 
Care Facilities

https://www.mass.gov/assistance-program-for-lead-in-school-drinking-water

For More Information

https://www.mass.gov/assistance-program-for-lead-in-school-drinking-water
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MassDEP Drinking Water Program offers the 
following documents:

 Private Well Guidelines

 Model Board of Health Regulations for Private 
Wells

 Private well form templates for use by local boards 
of health

 Protect Your Family: A Guide to Water Quality 
Testing for Private Wells

 Guidelines for Ground Source Heat Pump Wells

 Additional FAQs and Fact Sheets available 
at: mass.gov/private-wells

https://www.mass.gov/private-wells


Private Wells

Private well form templates for use by local 
boards of health:

 Well Construction Permit Application

 Pumping Test Report

 Water Quality Report

 Water Supply Certificate Application

 Water Supply Certificate

 Covenant to Maintain Well Water Treatment Unit



Private Wells 

Additional Resources:
 Detailed maps showing probability zones that 

bedrock well water may exceed the public drinking 
water standards for arsenic and uranium

 Arsenic probability maps for 144 municipalities

 Uranium probability maps for 250 municipalities

 Well Completion Reports
 Available through the EEA Data Portal

at: eeaonline.eea.state.ma.us/portal#!/home select 
"search data" then "well drilling"

https://eeaonline.eea.state.ma.us/portal#!/home






Private Wells 

Additional Resources:
 Massachusetts content for the Be Well Informed 

web-based tool to assist well owners interpret 
their water quality test results

 Available at: bewellinformed.info

 Be Well Informed is now hosted by the Environmental 
Council of the States on behalf of the participating 
agencies.

https://bewellinformed.info/workbench
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Private Wells

Drinking Water Information for Boards of 
Health

mass.gov/lists/drinking-water-information-for-boards-
of-health

 Your private well questions: email
joseph.cerutti@mass.gov or call 781-465-4123

https://www.mass.gov/lists/drinking-water-information-for-boards-of-health
mailto:joseph.cerutti@mass.gov
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Drinking Water 
Program 

Communication
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Health & Safety (Boil orders/PFAS, Lead and Copper, Covid , etc)

Private Wells (guidance, water quality and testing and resources)

Source Water Protection (Information on assessing, protecting and managing 
drinking water)

Water Suppliers Operations (information for owners and operators of 

PWS)

Operator Licenses  ( info on applying, renewing checking and 
learning resources)

Grants/Loans 

Certified Laboratories and Permits & Reporting



Communication
Tools

NEWSLETTERS/ 
BIWEEKLY ITM

NOTICES (BOIL 
ORDERS, ETC.)

WEBSITE

POSTERS/FLYERS TRAININGS EMAILS
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Website
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Story Maps
https://mass-eoeea.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=c8f635cf3a4b443998245f6045b4c013

https://mass-eoeea.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=c8f635cf3a4b443998245f6045b4c013
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Posters/Postcards



Trainings



Biweekly 
In The Main 
E-Newsletter
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How Can I Stay 
Updated on 
Drinking Water 
Topics?

Subscribe to DWP’s In The Main e-
newsletter for program updates, timely 
reminders, trainings and other notices.

Email program.director-dwp@mass.gov and 
ask to be added to the distribution list.

mailto:program.director-dwp@mass.gov


Thank You for 
All You Do to 

Protect Public 
Health

“Ensuring safe and healthy 
drinking water may be as simple as 
turning on the tap from an EPA-
regulated public water system.”

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention


